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program, which targets the most
contaminated sites in the country.
Millions were speat on studies
and designing 2 permanent solution
to its public health threat.
The fenced facility covers 78
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about 12 acres.

EPA's latest remedial design
calls for a 12-acre cover of water-
proof plastic, topped by soil and

grass.

Jamey Bell, EPA's remedial
project manager for Skinner, said
the plastic was as effective as two
feet of clay traditionally used to
cap hazardous waste sites and it
minimized the damage from heavy
trucks passing the school during
construction.

The cleanup project also will
include a system to pump contami-
nated water from under the landfill
into a sewer line leading to the
Upper Mill Creek wastewater
treatment plant.

Using plastic and the existing
sewer system reduced projected
costs from $16 million to $9.1
million, Mr. Bell said. The work,
which should begin late this year,
is to be complete by mid-1998.

Companies paying for remechial
efforts also will pay for perpetual
monitoring and any later repairs, |
he said.

EPA aiso hopes to recover its !
study costs from former Skinner '
custiomers, while others already
have paid for the site cap design.

Mr. Tielsch said the agency is
offering alternative dispute resolu-
tion to Skinner customers because ;
“it's become pretty apparent that
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He. would not elaborate, sayiog
conversations have been confiden-
tial.

Firms invited to participate in-
clude some of the Tristate’s major
manufacturers and others through-
out the center of the country.

EPA’s alternative dispute reso-
lution program, pioneered by the
agency's Chicago regional staff and
encouraged by federal law, has not
been used in the Cincinnati area
before.

Elsewhere, in the six-state Mid-
western region, Mr, Tielsch said, it
has been used successfully about a
dozen times since the 1988-1939
pilot project.




